The magnet application: pitfalls to avoid.
The process of seeking magnet designation through the American Nurses Credentialing Center begins with completion of a 1-page application. The second phase, the most tedious and time-consuming phase, consists of submitting written documentation. The written documentation must demonstrate implementation of the Scope and Standards for Nurse Administrators and how the "forces of magnetism" are incorporated within nursing services. Compiling the written documentation can be overwhelming and challenging. Getting started, developing an approach, and assigning responsibilities require time, creativity, and energy. The authors identify strategies to make the document preparation smooth and coordinated. Pitfalls to avoid and helpful tips are discussed.